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Would, il invested with plenary power rLH^uiro here- 
tius to recant on pain of death. Happily for hu- 
luauity, Freethought haa drawn the Aendish fangs 
iroui the wolf of religious fanaticism and it can 
now only tug at ita chain and growL Instead of 
fixing their eyes constantly upon the kingdom of 
the Uod the preacher, the priesta are ehasing the 
aliuitfbty dollars and fighting for political prefer- 
ment and advancement. 



'I'he profess 



s lliat V 



of modern Christianity are the in- 
)f liiuse will) poisoned Socrates on 



i. >t Ui( > yol au Kiea iiitu their 
uhl fi-iieture their Llieuloaieal hats. 



The urstocracy of brains diders from those of 
birth and boodle as the stars differ from a tire-dy. 
intellect is the brightest star in the educational tir- 
ummeut of humanity and its glory ia shed upon the 
cutter s child, even more than upon the scorbutic 
odsprings of mouarehs and of millionairea. 



i^'riends, thia an oft-told tale, but we are in need 
of more sutweribers to make the Blade the success 

it deserves to be. Were the Blade's editorial miin- 

agemeut capable of earning a livelihood from the 
lilade s patronage, instead of beiu^ coiiipi lied to 
turn to other sources,it could be luade a sUll greater 
iuiprovemenl and aeeompiisli still greater good for 
llie menturiuus eaii-e ol hmiiau liberty. What the 
Ulade needs is siuyle attelillou. To properly look 
utter its editorial work, its make-up and welfare, 
requires the entire time of its editor. Thia he is un- 
able to give, because of an insnffieient support 
Could we double our subscription list before the 
end of the present year, it could be done and the 
Ijlade could be maUe the best and most interest- 
ing Fi' etliought paper in the entire country. We 
have the will, nut we lack the means. One new sub- 
scriber sent in by each present subscriber would 
lurnish what is needed. Now the question is can 
\ou do it; Will you do it.' The issue is before 
>oii and it depends altogether upon you. 



EDITORIAL 



Truth alone means freedom. * 

• • • • • 

That which is true cannot be eviL 

• • • • • 

A little thought and a Uttle kindness aecomplish 
more good than gold. 

Virtusa must have their complements, else they 
become like vices, ilte just man must also be gen- 
eroiMfelse he is hard. The generous man must i ' 
be just, else he is weak. 



eould not have attained by hiiu- 



Every .la> v. 
life a bridgv ,1, 
something lliat 
self. 



liigoir^ lias ipiailed beneath the ringing blows oi 
Freethought, aogmatiwui has become more humble 
and the priesthood has well niglit forgotten to 
prate of a hell of Hre in which the unbaptized souls 
of bab^ forever burn. This is what humanity owe., 
to Freethought. 



lie 



machinery for the principle, the wretched train for 
the iini eli ss cargo (d' thought it may contain. 
• • • • • 

Every r«'eorded luiraeje is a mere myth, the 
founders of every religious cult were but mortal 
men, and the writers of most of the so-called sacred 
books were only scheming priestJ*. Let this be 
understood and the Christian n ligioii is strii)i)od of 
its tattered vestments. 



mid hav 
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• I)eO|>le 



Most preachers assuni 
infer, th.-d tliey aiv nn 
that t!od Almighty li,-is tak.'ii lliem into his espeeial 
and private confidence. America is too much cursed 
with a grand aragr of Me-aod-Qod creatures, who 



SOCIALISM IN THE FRENCH 

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 

h'nends of the coUeetivist principle of socijdijm 
may tiiid real enjoyment in the gaiiani, coSlts^Oil- 
ducted by M. Jean Jaures in the French Chamber 
of Deputies, his battle with Clcmeueeau over the 
ideals of the Socialistic propaganda. 

J udgmg from the press reports it waa an oratical 
chiish of unnsuai brilliaaoy, a dinal of pdiitieal jmd 
eeonomical principles between the virtual head of 
iJie i^'rench government and the veteran socialist 
chief, it was the latter to whom the (ierman gov- 
ernment paid an extraordinary compliment by pro- 
hibiting him Irom speaking in Germany on a mem- 
orable occason lest he disturn the niiuds of the Ger- 
iiuin people. 

Jaures forced the issue with an interpellation as 
to the attitude of the Sarrien-Clemeneeau niiuis- 
iry toward laoor, in which he positively reasserted 
the soundness of the collectivist principle in aocia- 
1am. The interpellation was accepted and a day 
uam«d for the debate. When it became known that 
Jaures was to speak the French republic crowded 
into the chamber and he was given an ovation. At 
tlus uionieiit the climacteric for socialism in France 
had come. Fur two hours, it is said, he held his 
auditors .spell-bound by the elegance of his diction, 
his intonation, his gorgeous imagery and tlights ot 
lofty ideals, it is described as prose poetry deliv- 
ered in a grand tone, the voice of an organ. On this 
occasion Jaures declared that the oonunfunication 
of all produota of labor ia a perfect eomnumwealth 
formed the only capable solution for the evils of 
society. 

Doubtless the Jaure's speech has had an electri- 
cal effect upon th^ cause of socialism in the French 
republic, for his great weight of moral character, 
his good heartedness and his human sympathy, 
gives luia a prestige that adds lustre and strength 
lo ln> ,.n,loru-al aliility. 

Aithoi.gh the leading articles in the symposium 
on organuation have already been published, the 
columns of the Blade are not closed to any further 
discussion upon such a subject. It ia too impor- 
tant a question to be abandoned at once. The dis- 
cussion should be continued until every Freethink- 
er has had his or her say. There is plenty of time 
and when all have fully spoken then we can deter- 
mine what uelion shoiihl be taken. The lilade in- 
vitee lurth.r arlirles on organi/atioii. The iilude 
uuuld like to see an organization ui which every 
t rcetliiuker could be justly proud and point to it as 
a factor in the development of the race. No organi- 
zation that is to possess and exercise any iuHuence 
upon society can be successfully built in a day, but 
now is the time to begin considering plans to that 
end and ascertain whether or not such an organiza- 
tion can be built and maintained in America. 

not 111 loi-ei'.;n roui ts and eainps, but are conceived 
in ini(|uiiy liy the law pampered plutocrats and 
liroii„'lit loith 111 -ill liy tile political bosses of the 
eountry. Fire (he bosses and the plutocrat loses his 
power. - ... 



RELIGIOUS INVASION OF THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NEW YORK. 

Uiu any Freetninkcr doubt the necessity of an 
active, energetic and amUUious i' reethougUv, organ- 
ization, let mem now turn to Aew 1 orK, and ol;servc 
inc lor>.e and power ol a iiio\enient recently set in 
operation lu secure b> law tlie reading ui tnc liible 
anu tnc unpartmg ol religious msirucliuu in the 
common, puuUo aehools. 

.angels ana idmistera of graee^ defend ual Not 
content witu their nulUon aouar ediheea, their sec- 
turia'i schools anu coUeges, to say nothing of the 
tuousaiKis oi auuuay sMmoois aotted over tne land, 
legal enactments are now sougnt to convert the lit- 
tle, red school-house into religious institutions that 
the young may be edueaieu in tne tear and terror ol 
u vengeJul God that the priesthood may ue guaran- 
teed a euutinued aupport iroin Luture geneialiuns, 
ieariul lest tlie aguostiei^m oi Uie age uvervvneini 
and ueslroy them. 

iho movement, which is oacKed by mmisters ol 
all denominations and votaries of widely differing 
seota^ has for its object the pajssage of a role by the 
Board of J!<aucatiou, proviuing for such religious 
'instruction in the public schooU as shall be pleasing 
and acceptable to a majorty of the Christian sects. 
1 his must be met and fought by the rationalists of 
that great metropolis, it is their duty to otlcr all 
the resi>,taiiee of whi^h they arc capable. Ul course 
there is a possibility that there would be no •agree- 
iiieut ' iipon the particular text books to be used, 
out n 111 II wi- >lop to consider that there appears to 
be a uukju ot accepted aiitagenistic forces to ac- 
complish a common pui"pose, that possibility be- 
comes too remote to be deserving of consideration. 
The movement is designed, solely, against what 
they are pleased to denominate "Godless public 
schools,'" and the proposition promulgated is to 
have in the curriculum of the public schools a pro- 
vision for one lesson each week on the 'great truths 
that arc accepted by all denominations.'' in order 
i-o successfully and completely deceive the members 
of the Board of Education anent their real motive, 
It is further suggested that "a lesson in moral phil- 
osophy be given twice a week. ' ' Religious instruc- 
ton and moral instruction to be given at dfferent 
times. What a bluff! Every doctor of divinity in 
the land claims that there is no morality worth the 
having except tliat which they claim is cuutaui- 
ed in the Bible, and th^vvould mean three liible 
'essDiik tjatn week up^^^^'pi-eien;»c oi' teaciing re- 
ligion once and moraK philosophy twice. 

The fact that morality is not dependent upon re- 
ligion may be inferred from the published state- 
ments of those who are advocating the move. Bish- 
op Oreer is quoted as saying: "There must be mor- 
al and religious training among the eliildren of our 
public schools, if we ezpeet to continue to be a 
righteous naton.". The very expression "moral 
and religious" placed in the conjunctive is a tacit 
admission of their absolute independence of each 
other, lu otlii r words, what is moral is not neces- 



ir Ihvy are alert to their own interests, they will 
take immediate steps to ell'eetualiy resist this 
threatened encronchinenl upon their rights and 
privileges. Are there not enough Freellnnkers, i. c. 
rationalists, agnostics, liberals, and atheists in that 
seething city, to put a bold front on the matter and 
light it to a flniahr Surel> there are some DaTids 
ready to meet these Qoliaths of Gath and with the 
slings of truth hurl a veritable Gibraltar of sound 
argument against such illegal purposes. 

Don't wait until it is everlastingly too late. Qet 
to work now and be prepared to meet the ortho- 
dox foe. If the Blade had the me.ins at its com- 
mand it would take up the eudg<d m defense of the 

1 pie's rights and prevent, if pos.siblc, this sectar- 

i.-.i. ,i,s,:Mou ol the little, red selioolliousc of Aiuer- 

lii ie IS an instance wherein a powerful and ao- 
iive organisation of Freethinkers could render Tal* 
uuble service. Here is an evidence of the need of 
such an organization properly supported. Here is 
an evidence of the almost criminal negligence of 
Freethinkers in failing to be prepared for just such 
ciuergcnccies. The lilade makes strong utterance 
because it feels strongly upon the subject. There is 
nothing to be gained, uotlung to be understood by 
saying one thing and meaning .mother. If we are to 
maintain our rights as sovereigns of this republic, 
it is time we get a move upon ourselves and prepare 
to meet organisation with organization. Single 
handed we are overthrown one by ote. United we 
are a rock against which the powers of hell will 
battle in vain. 

• • • • • 

BBUOIOM AMD OBXHB. 

The oft-repeated assertion that religious teaching 
subserves the highest and best moral iuliuenoes, 

was delivered a powerful body blow in the city of 
Lexington, f riduy, July (ith. Uu that daj Jainea 

i'earsall, a young negro, was legally hanged for an 

unspeakable crime against an old and imbecile wo- 
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Atterbury, 



necessarily moral. Tliis view i 
being supported by Rev. Dr. 
Presbyterian Bible-banger who al 

the preparation of a religious text-book for com- 
mon use in the schools. Rabbi Meudes, a Jewish 
priest, also gives encouragement to the moveiueiit 
and is said to have declared that "this generation 
is irreverent and irreveraucc leads to immorality. ' 
Father .Ale.Millau, of the Faulisl Catholic education- 
al brotherhood lakes the same view but with an eye 
to busuiess rather than the public good, he very! 
cautiously suggests that "on account of religious j 
ditferences we shall have to be vezy earafnl ij^ 
paring a text-book." 

Reading between the lines one can readily per- 
ceive the motive that is under the whole moTement. 
Simply a union of forces against a common foe and 
to secure a perpetuation of their religious dogmas 
and otiices at public expense. The "irreverence" 
of the age complained of simply means a general 
disbeli>;f in the existence of a pei-sonal God. This 
growing disbelief is rapdly undermining the church 
ciladel>, wresting from them the unholy political! ••Yes, iu God's pres 
power llu y have hitherto enjoyed and wont to ust | ' N'ery well, Fearsa 
for personal prolit aud aggrandizement. They clear- 1 Wlmt truth there 
ly recognize that the mental attitude of ti 



iiriu oehef that through repentance he had been 
redeemed and, consequently, it is only one step 
from the gallows to eternal glory m the New Jeru- 
salem. 

That the readers of the Blade may fully under* 
stand the situation, the following la taken from 
the published report of the hanging as given by the 
•leaouig newspaper of this city. 

U hen til "service was ended, liev. Oglesby turn- 
ed to I'earsall aud said: 

• If ,\uu have a statement you want to make now 
IS the tune for you to make it. Uo you want to 
make any statement i ' ' 

■• I'es, sirl ' replied the doomed wretch. 

" ihen you can make it now. It you want to 
make any couiessiou of guilt or iunocence it should 
ue maue now as you are soon to confront your 
God." ~. 

\\ ith this injunction the doomed man faced the 
. lowd and in a scarcely audible vice said: 

"1 want to thank Air. Wallace, the jailor and 
others for treating me so nice. 1 want to thank the 
death wateh lor uemg gooti lo lue. i have had no 
trouble with an^ of them. ' 

fiere Fearsall faltered. The words seemed tu • 
elioke him and he appeared unable to proceed fur- 
ihcr, but indicating that he had not finished. B«t. 
Oglesby spoke words of encouragement to him and 



ell the truth. The Lord wants you to tell t 

irsall spoke i 



little 



cr aud replied: 
"i have I" en in this jail for seventeen mouths, 
ami i have uever had a eru.ss word with anybody. 
1 am going home now. i want to meet you all in 
heaven. 1 am going home. ' ' 
• • Are you prepared to die .' ' ' was asked. 
• Ves, sir. 1 am saved and redeemed." 
"Are you innocent of the crime for which yon 
are to diet" 
"Yes, I am innocent." 
Do you make the statement in the presence of 



one of the potent results of education, is antagonis- 
tic to church iufiuence aud power, that the tires 
upon their unclean altars are slowly but surely dy- 
ing out, and that the very structure of Christianity 
is luidenuiued, weakened and partially destroyed. 

Why, then, this combination/ Simply this. All 
denominations profess a belief m God and the eiti- ' 
caiy of the cleansing power of the Blood of Jesus 
Lliii.Nt. fhese are the doctrines to be taught. The 
iiieel leation of such mental moonshine is calculated 
to beuetit all alike. Once get these doctrines firmly 
implanted iu the minds of the oliildren and some 
sect is duly bound to reap the benefit Religious 
differences, which will still continue, is to be relied 
upon to furnish a prorata distribution of the sectar- 
ian adherents. 

If the Board of Education is wise it will refuse 
to adopt any such rule as that proposcti. To en- 
grafi sueli a system upon the public schools would 
lie a (listiiiel viol.ition of the provisions of the feder- 
al ri'iistitution. but in all probability, these advo- 
cates of sect, iri ill faiths feel that there is considera- 
ble power and force in that political shibboleth," 
Of what use is the constitution between friends f' 

Again, if the Freethinker! of New York be wise, 



i above tpn 



L'.Kpressed 



ed, thei 



tint one inference. That inference is that the surest 
and safest passport through the Pearly Qates is by 
the gallows route; that it is better, and your 
chances for heaven are .greater, to be bom a negro 
rape-fiend than to be born an IngersuU or a Paine. 
Should the Blade's editor be presented with a free 
tie hot to a front seat near the throne w-ith the im- 
ilerstanding that eternity had to be spent in the 
eompany of siu li a bestial brute, it would be de- 
lined with thanks aud a preti reuee expressed for 
iiore congenial society even though the climatic 
onditious be unfavorable. 

Here was a man, convicted by a jury of twelve 
men, of the foulest, the blackest crime known to 
human society, actually confessing to a belief that 
he was a fit subject for heaven. If his con f es w an 
was true, why hang him f If he is fit to associate 
with the anu'cls in highest heaven and sing hoson- 
iiahs about tlie throne of the .Most High, ia he not 
also a fit companion for men / Did the mere fact of 
hanging him transform him from a vile sinner to a 
virtuoua saiLt f Is a creature unfit for earth fit fo* 
heaven!. Saved and redeemed and yet nnfitted to 
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FOUNBATNNS OF CHRISTIANITY 

LAID IN BLOOD AND DEATH 



•TRONQ WIBMHTATION OF THE RISE OF THE CHRISTIAN CULT 
TO POLITICAL POWBR IN ROME. BRILLIANT CORROL- 
LARV TO OinONt. AROUMBNT DRAWN FROM 
HltTORV AND FOUNDKO ON PACT. 



having grown to Immsau physical 
proportloas, it bMWM m factor for 
political ooMldflimtioo. 

At this time the Roman empire 

' was gdvortiPd h\ two rulers- Constan- tli.clit < 
tine ilio s(il(> c'Uiii Tur of Wes'. cliangi; 



•■lAst. In till. 



..f the t 
iKc out ( 



we inform ouraelves of the character 
at tht fooBdw at th« CkrlMtaa NUgion j u. v 
and aom* oiT Mt auoeMaon, aa a rati- ^ 
idon must be Judged by Its fooadera. 

wronp. Rome boasts of never | 
, and tiv trariiiK lier earlx 



•sis. 



tlXTEEiTI (NAPTEI FMM THE MME MOK 



(By DR. J. B. WIL490N). 
How Pagan Rome Bacam* Chrlatlan. , had permitted them 
Hoin* haa two srent obJecU ot at- 'city and pica.li it tu 
traotioB— iu Paian ruln» and 8U Pet- ''^^ luih-M imxi og..- 
ers- Cathedral and the VaUcan— the; 
latter being the headquarter* ot tha*. 
peiuiiur portlua ol humanly, caUins 
111. ■iit.i ivui Chrlstiaos. To a large part 
ot ihese, Rome Is still a aacred city, 
n aU aatlona flock 



to cume into the 

jy liad been given 
lu t^ll tlK ir gUosi 



Since tke Christian raUglon enters 

BO largely Into the history ol Home 
and since much itMl I will have to de- 
scribe will pertain to it. It wUl not be 
out ol place here to slve a short his- 
tory ot tha rlaa of this cult, and of tu 



one ot tue buudreils ul small sccta in 
Konie, and gradiialiy died uut vmiIi tbu 
rest, and the world would uuver have 
been cursed with the Christian tyran 
ny. It would never have liuown the 
D-rk Ages, the InqulsiUon, the Cni 
sades, the Thirty \ears War, and the 
.Massacres Innumerable, even down to 
today. 

The early Christians were not al- 
lowed within the walls oi Rome. They 
were chased out as often as they came 
in, and stoned. They were followed 



between the two rulers, In which LI- 
clnlus had the worst and conoludod a 
peace by ceding to Constantino lUyrl- 
cuni and Oreece, while Constantlne 
Kave his sister, Constantia to Udn- 
ius in marriage. After a peace of nine 
years, Constantlne's ambition led hlra 
to desire to be Emperor of tn'iti Kast 
anil W.St. He, like all Vir^.v.: iuUts 
had been friendly toward tlio Chris 
tlatis as to all other sects, and they 
had no 111 feeling toward him. 

Constantlne was a Pagan of the Ary- 
an faith, to which he adhered until It 
beoanie politically expedient wllh him 
to enter into the infamous pint with 



ihe f 



nturle! 



Ther 



roiip;i 



Into the history of Constantino, the 
founder of the Christian RollRion. 
Constantlne, called the Great, Found- 
er of the Chrislipu roliKlon, sun of Con- 
stantlns and Helena, was burn Feb 



1. Motives of Constantlne's Conver- 
sion as Given by His Friends, The; 
Priests. I 

"Constantlne. the Emperor, being 
certified by the tyrannous govern 
ments of Maxentlus and Llclnlus de- 
vised with himself which way. possi- 
bly, he might rid the Romans from 
under their grievous yoke of serritude, 
and dispatch the tyrants out of life. 
Krlilieratini; thus with himself, ho 



what 



tiod he were 



■ 17, 



rted t 



ihe C-hristia 



liiel 



forces, to i 
11 of the thro 



Catholic church and its Protestant 
dlslntegratlona, succeeded la helping 
Constantlne defeat Uoiniat, and in re- 
turn gained permission to establish its 

hierarchy, and was granted perpetual 

immunltv from all civil duties, taxes 



I lie 'Mh of October A. U 31:2, became 
iimperor of both the East and West 
In th« yefr 824, reigned alto<ether 
about SI yeara, and died May IS, 484. 

in the seTenty>«ixth year ot his age. 

Seven successive Christian emperors, 
after Consuntine retained the title 
lim in j and prorogatives of "SovereiBU I'un- 
er the ^ nj. • They were both king and gud. 
J The ilrsc successors were Constantins 
i;inlty, :,nd Cunstans. eons of Constantlne, 
(1 chips of the old block were they. 



V that 
led himself l 



expiations In our faith for su«n or- 

I'ho emperor then had reooone to 

the christian bishops, who told him 
hat all that was essential was "to re- 
pant and be baptised, and he would be 
cleansed of all sin." With this doctrine- 
Constantlne was mightily pleased, 
whereupon, he became a Christian, and 
having become a Christian, likewise, 
imiiueed the same belief upon his sub* 
Jects." 

• To repent and be baptised," for- 
nished the avenue of esawa for the 

i-'iiilty soul of Constantlne, Just as it 

is Ihe avenue of escape for Ihe murder- 



) whollj 



11(1 I 



of 1 



the 1 



Catacombs. Very naturally the t 

iiKin, ignorant people would say 



Of Pagan Rome, it wlU only he 

necessary to say that through cen- 
turies ot succe!.f.tul w.ir and con(iuesi,,,_,,.i^ other: -There must be so 
the ptople bad t'uwn iuimensely r-eli.\i,,„g uiis Christianity, when 
and ease, luxury and every exirava | j^.^jg people thug to sacrifice and e 
gance followed. The naUon had de- UittL They did not look 



into their holes leading down Into the obligations, which Imposition is as 



llagrantly alive today as theu 
It 1 



oUned mentally, morally and physical 
ly, and aa It haa often happened In 
other natioaa, this weak ene d condl- 



to atap Into power. Thla waa ac- 
oompUahed, not beoauae of the sup- 
oriortty oC tha OhrlsUan tenets over 
tha Fagaa, bat purely by a political' 
Bov* Any otfear cult, pruiessing 
maektwst and atoraaty, U It had been 
atartad Joat at thia tima^ would have 
■acoaedofl aa well as tha Christian, in 
the overthrowing of the weak and ir- 
responsible Roman government. In 
thL-se days, even as now, nations and 
armies were accustomed to gather 
around a liod of some kind, and it so 
happened thai Cunslauime found it- 
expedient tu take up the Christian 

God, to aid him ui his brutal ambitions j ^ weakn^ of the govern- 
and but for this poliUcal and military j ^^^^^ ^^ powerleesneee to oommand 
move on Us part, cairlatlanlty would fMatloal masses, who seemed 
aevei have tvtmA ovar tha aaith. The 

history of the atart and riae of aU 

rellglouB Is based, first upon the in- 
fluence uf some zealous fanatic, who is 
gifted with oratory, personal magne- 
tism ana sielght-of-hand, and wno sklil- 
fuUy exerU these persuasive powers 
^er the Ignorant masses. Second: 
after the fanatic and zealot has sue 
oaadad in gaining a dominaUng phy- 



their doetrlBfl, In fact they were 
not possessed of salllolent reason to 
determine any principle of theology. 
They could not even read or write. 
They were moved wholly by sjmpa 
thy for the persecuted, and they flock 
ed lo Christianity uy thousands. Now 
wi have a great army of poor and il 
lit I rate liomans, joined by the close 
bimling tie of persecution, and to a 
fanaUdsm, all th« mora dangerous and 
inaammable^ beoanaa tt was now. 

Uut be It understood that the per 
sccutioug of the Christians were not 

ism to the very last, in both law and 
leaching, stood lur free thought and 
free speech, and toleration of all reli- 
gious sects. The persecutiona were 



just share of the 
instead of doing 



pulilic iiiird. IIS, and 
IS it would be done 
lie mightiest class 
privilege that has ever edatad. Tten 

began a reign of tyranny, snch as the 

world had never known. Pagans, 
.Iew<, a;:il C hristians who did not be- 
long to the .Vicene faction were perse- 
ouieil, exiled, put to death, and their 
i.rop rty confiscated and divided be- 
twi . n church and staite. 

Constantlne exUed «nd killed the 
Aryans, the people of his own family. 
He allowed no taction to exist that 
might develop a future Influence foi 
opposing him. For the flrSt time in 
I he l.is(ur\ of Rome, reliKlou.- lolera- 



Like their father, they continued in 
holy peraecutton and ooallaeaHiia ot 
pr««erty. It now oogtt to ba plaiB to 
any one that the object of changing 

Paganism to the Christian faith, was 
for the purpose of muintaiuiug Con- 
slanline and liis successors in supreme 
IKjwer. Having allied himself to 
Christianity, Constantlne had to stand 
b.\ it, and profess It, although there Is 
good evidence that he neVer believed 
In iL He waa one of thoae unscrupul- 
ous eharactars, Uka aosM ot our own 
poUUeiana of today, wkoae onljr oae 
for the Catholic church, is iU asals- 
tance to keep them in political power. 
We have had Presidents who would 
have made exceiieul Constanlines, had 
they lived in those days. 

Wa have yet extant the celebrated 
oration of JnUoa Ftnnleus Matamua to 
the 



end. Thi 
end t 



i. tta mmur pow( 
I aver faown to < 



religion was aver faown to exert a 
arate from the State, and without bar- 
pow. rfiil influence over numanlty, sep- 
ricadiug itself behind cannon and the 
ranks ol war. There never was a reli- 
gion in the majority, that was a reli- 
gion of peace. There never was a 
religion in the world, surtod by reas- 
oning, thin'''°g people — by men look- 
ing for demonstrated faoU. The foun- 
datkm principle ot all ailatlng rall- 
glona la mystification, and deception 
of tha Ignorant. Today, .c begins with 
tha ehlld. All l uUyiuns, however, have 



ing and 



ig, for the Simple reason that all 
religions are dangerous, in past ages, 
reUgions struck at human life. To- 
day, it appllea the boycott. Reason- 
ing and thinking people, ever being in 
the minority, there aeama to have 
been no othar altaniaUTa, bat that 
they should bow 



have a special antipathy 

Christians, owing to their "holler than 

thou" assumptions. Rome had hun 
(Ireds of religions, all living p. iiei.lul 
ly together. Why was Chrisiinuily 



licularly offensive to the people? | oj- jjiejj 
Jt,'!:)«.Lv because of Its intolerable o 



free spvec.i. Upon his conversion 
Christianity, Constantlne monstrous- 
ly assumed that all man should think. 
Just as he. tha emperor thought, and 
the least rebellion to the same, should 
be punishable with death, aU ot which 
was approved by the churoh. Thus, 
thought became paralyzed, freedom 
l-y <iead, and upon the ashes of Pagan 
i'lorty, that monster of superstition, 
crucifler of progress, that jailer 



every one deserved to be sent 

to hell except themselves; that to 
escape eternal damnation, all must be- 
lieve as tli. v b. h. Ned, and thus they 
excited cuiiii iiipt. 

These persecution.-, were on a par 



with the riots between 
A. P. A's In thia euiiiiMy sonic years 
ago The laws of the Luited States 
did not sanction those riots, still it 
Was not able always to pfavaat them. 
The same oondltkMa have always as- 
isted in all countries, when religion 
was the subject of dispute among 
either the wise or iKnorant. Christians 
slnc^ Pa«an liiius, have even fuughi 
each other like ferocious tigers, conse- e^I■ly cUrisUans. 
quenily it is no redoctlon on Pagan 
law or i'agan doctrine, that those 
early p< rsecutions of Christianity took 
place. It was only a natural result. 
When a new sect appears, saying: 
"Yuiir n;iigion iu false. We have the 
only true me, we are better than you, 
and >ou are going to hell," it will be 



The prtanpw «f perseoi^on andtsubor- 
di nation of all progressive thought, by 
which Constantlne governed so suc- 
cessfully, has ever continued to be 
the policy of that church. Such has 
been Its history since Peter, who curs- 
ed and swore and lied, until the cock 
crowed shame upon him, down to the 
cunning and unscrupulous priesthood 
of today, who devote their lives in 
mUhaping tha bralna of tiilldhood, 
and keeping humanity ignorant, and 
who only refrain from carrying out 
their murderous ordination vows. 



stans, sons and successors of Constan- 
siine, calling on those holy rulers, to 
se.ze all the remaining properly of the 
Pagans, which their father had spared 
or overlooked, and thus by reducing 
them Into beggary, starve than Into 
fieeihought and Christianity. 

Take away, take away in perfect 
security," exclaimed this Christian 
orator, "O most holy emperors, take 
away all the ornaments of their tem- 
ples. Let the fire of the mint, or the 
flames of the mines, melt down their 
gods. Seize upon all their wealthy en- 
dowmenU, and turn them to your own 
use and property. And^ O moat sacred 
emperors, it la abaolutaly ne c e ssa r y 
that you revenge and punish this evil, 
iiai^ar^commanded by the law of the 
most High OoJ, to persecute all sorU 
of Idolatry, with the. utmost severity. 
Hear and command to your own sacred 
understandings, what Cod himself com- 
mands you not to spare your owu .son 
or your brother, he bids you plunge 
the knife into the heart of your wife 
that slaepa la your 
your 

severity; and to arm your whole peo- 
ple against these sacrilegious Pagans, 
and tear them liml) from limb. Vea, 



, tha<t peat of the pitiless. 



Cods, prevailed thereby; also, he per 
suadod himself, that his father. Con { 
stantins, who renonnoed tha idolatry 

of the gentiles, led a more fortunate 

life. .Musing thus with himself, while 

was strange to behold so Indeed lucre 
dible to ha spoken of. 

About noon, tha day somewhat de- 
clining, he saw in the sky, a pillar ot 

light. In the form of a cross, whereon 
was engraven the inscription: — 

"In This Overcome." 

This vision so aiiia/ed the 1-lmperor 
that he mistrusting liis own sight, de- 
manded of them that was present, 
whether they paroelved the vlalon? 
Which, whan all with one ocmaant af- 
firmed, the wavering mind of tha am- 
or was settled, by that divine and 
iiderfiii sight. Tha night following, 
us (. hrist, himself appeared to him 
his sleep, saying: — 
Frame to thyaelf the form af a 
Cross, after the eaample af the aign 
which appeared to thee, and bear tht 
same against thine enemies, as a fit 
banner or token of victory." 

Of course, the above is plainly u 
made up story, that no intelligent 
Christian of today wUl indorse, as it 
is inconsistent that Christ, who Uught 
love of enemies, should appear to Con. 
stantine and urge him to use the sym- 
bol (it his suffering to go out and kill 
eneiii.<s. Again, why didn't he hang 
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iuiiiniions license for sin 
oiiig, than this damnable 



(ler.^r takes himiiin life, unprepared 
lor death, and the victim goes to ever- 
lasting hcU, all the murderer has to 
(l<i. Is to "repent and be baptised," and 
go to everiasting glory. Tha lame 
doctr.ne holds good in the church to- 
liny, ns it dill ihMi, find I suppose it 
iiiuii\.: ill. II. .« iii.d foreeverlastlng, 

No wonder Coustaullne was pleased 
with a aetuemeat un suon easy tarma. 
It was upon thla basis bf "rqwitaaae 

and baptism," a settlement of wrong 
aB dishonorable as easy, that the Rom- 
an cliurch succeeded in Christianizing 
the world. Constantlne "repented," 
uut was not "baptized' at this time, 
uid this easy settlement oi his i on 
science with Qod, have ilie effect of 
turning the mind ot Coustaniiue nuu 
channels of peace, mercy, kindness 
and torglvenasat Oh, nol 

About the first thing he did was 
to go and kill Sopater. It made no 
diffeienee now h(iw many he killed. 



• He 



Ihe < 



of light c 



• ll<.n 



lid I 



this 



L ihei 



■day, just like the 
■e alwayti meek 
and humble, and preach peace and 
morality, aa long as they are in the 
minority. God help any country when 
they ara in an overwhelming majority. 

Constantlne now had physical use 
for the Christians as he had conclud- 
ed to renew the war with Liciuius. His 
ambitions became boundless. No uiau 



Tht early Christiana oomparad with 
the Pagans, as the Salvation Army to- 
day comparea with the average ^pge^j, ^nd 1 challenge 
masses. In their b.lnd fanatical way, jig^rove this. So lar 
they tried to be and do good, and 
did do good. They pr(*ached, peace, 
morality, and virtue. Their example 
appealed to the poor like unto them- 
selves, and they won converu rapid- 
ly. The common people began to 
rawaat thaaL Thar oama to know 
that a poor, hot moral and aaerlMng 
Christian was better than a brutal 
and profligate Pagan. They began to 
feel the (jpuressions of the govern 

m.nt. Aa today, ail property was in „^Jo jmy^ antipathy 

the hand of the few. Poverty and de- j^j'^jj^ ^^^^^ 
gradaUon lay on all sides. They be 
gan to think through their atomachs, 
and were ready to turn to any religion, 
or poUUcal party that offered them 
BoaMthlag batter. It waa a great op- 
portunity for Ohrlatlanlty to make oco- 
verts. But stlU the ChrlsUan religion 
made Blow headway through doctrinal 
teaching. Not until Christians became 
the objects of persecution, did their 
numbers become important. The op- 
p r ea al o n ot any people, tor opinion's 



sure to invite aiitaguuibm, and luusi -hiniid stand between him and su- 1 
likely perseeuiiou, as long as it is p.L-me power. To win the Christians! 
In the minority. At this writing, Chris . iq his side, he had to make a political 
tians are kiUlng Jewa In Russia. compact with them': and when was 
Paganism navar aada ona law Christianity aver known to keep its 
against the right ot Christianity to free j hands out of poUUcs or oft the sUte? 

) to The compact wag made, and now the 
was |i ari4ul Christians, the peace prating 
wed ( linstians, who would not even return 
to come within the walls and preach a sioiie wiien one was thrown at them, 
when and where they pleased ; but the in order to get under the imperial 
people wouldn't have It, and took the lu'oieeiion, and iwssibly riso them- 
law In their own hands. They didn't selves to political power, Jolnsd with 
want them there. Juat like a lot of' this cruel, heartless. Insanely ambi- 
Christian American communlUea inltious tyrant, in an unjust war against 
tha North will not permit a negro to their brother man. Now the humble 
live In their town, and stone him out, I professors of the Prince ot Peace and 
If he in esumes to stay. Or, like some the exponem 



of the Commandments, 



.Most 11<.I.\ liiiipeiois, God promises 
3uu ihe r. ward of his mercy upon con- 
dition of your thus acting. Du there- 
lore what He commands — complete 
what he prescribes." 

The above affords a wouderful les- 
son of the psychological effects of reii 
glou on the human mind. Note the 
chi^uge. Rut a few yean previous, the 
christians of Rome, were so hvmble, 
meek and peaoetul, that they practic- 
ed turning tha otlior ohaek for rvary 
blow reoeivad. Thar m. not baliava In 
lighting. They preached peace and 
brotlieriy love. ..ow, risen to power, 
and drunk with auihoriiy, they be- 

flscate, with the ferocity of savage 
bruiee. Is It any wonder they degener- 
ated, and sank into depths of ignor- 
ance and vice, that Pagan Rome, in 
her worst moments never saw; and is 
It any wonder that this reign of tyran- 
ny continued for a thousand years? 

Liet us compare this speech of the 
Christian Materuus, touching on those 
who differed from hiiu, with the words 
ot Libanius, a Pagan orator, iu which 
be espreaaes his feelings toward those 
who had left tha faith of their aaaaa- 



shuiilil be informed that il has always 
beeu the etiquette of courts,' that a 
king Is not to be disputed. His court- 
iers must see. hear ahd smell anything 
that the king sees, hears, and smells. 
The courtiers must have no thought of 
their own, but simply reflect the king. 
If he hints of a thing that has no ex- 
istence, It must be plain to the eyes 
that 
the 

public, it is their office to conflrm the 
falsehood and spread it. 
tine had said. Behold I I i 
saw-mlll hi the aky! Do ye not per- 
ceive it? The courtiers, of course, 
would have seen exactly what the king 
saw. If they couldn't have seen it, 
they would have lost their Jbbs, and 
possibly their heads. When Constan- 
stlne said, '-Behold! a pillar of light, 
in the forin of a cross! Oo ye pi rcelve 
it, and the words, 'In this (ivercome,' 
engraven upon it?" Of course they saw 
it. It was wonderfully plain ,to all. 
This disposition to reflect royalty has 
not entirely died out. A few y«ars 
ago, all the fashionable wom( n of Eug 
land alfi ctcl a limp. beeaiiM tjiie ii 



contin 

people, but hundreds, thousands, even 
.^llole cities were put to the sword. 

ihis, ' says the Rev. Taylor, "la the 
Christian Emperor, whom tile hireling 
voice ul priestcraft extols to the sklea, 
who still receive the applauaa of 
priests and bishops and the adulation 
of interested sycophants." 

It is n queer phase of human iia 

lUnate scoundrels, for the founders of 
a siipersiition and for the sncceasfui 
butchers of the human race. 
Just Imagine tha look that must 

nave been on that man's face, when 
his wife, Fausta, on her knees, begged 
for her life, and being refused, then 
pleaded that she bo given any other 
death, than that .if li. Iiil; cooked in 
boiling water, ai.Ll lv n tliis was re- 
fused, and she, liis wile, lUe mother of 




1 lim 



loricai 



ConsUiillne was onto the tricks ot 
the priests, and it was by such a stoiy 
as this, confirmed by his Ilck-spittk 
minions, by whom ha oould prove any 
prapostarious lie, to ba a solemn tact, 
that he waa enabled to tocri tha ignor- 
ant and snperstltioos mnltltndea. 



the Jews er oftemJed them. 
Id aecret- 1 There is no chapter in all history, of 
ly connive to keep tham out ot lodges, such importance as the records, 1 am 
or cS their streeU. Tha conditions now recording. IU Importance may be 
existing between certain classes ot the | reckoned by the Influence the Chrls- 
Pagans and the Christians of Russia tiun religion has had upon the world, 
and the Jews, it was just simply a it is a chapter that has been closed to 
class dislike, and natural to all peoples the eyes ot Christians, and humanity 
—a case of relig.ous Incompatibility, in general. The clergy have concealed 
with both sides at fault. There is no the truth of it, well knowing the ef- 
people In the world more inclined to leets it would liave upon tiiinkint^ p> o his as an enemy. " 
take the law In their own inliand than pie . The truth of the rise of Christian Could any speech I.e more gentle, 
Americans. "We have Ubor riots, reU- . ity has been expunged from ISacyclo- , loving, liberal and just, than these 
glous riota, laca riota, lynohlngs and pedlas and school histories. The clergy { touching words of Libanius, or more 

" rnpresentative ot learned Paganism? 

Could any speech be more cruel and 
blood thirsty than that ot the Christian 
Matamus, or mora rapraaea t atlva of 
tha founders ot Chriatianttyt 



doctrinea of Christianity. 

"Orion," said he, "was my friend 
when Tie was in prospeiiiy, aud now 
that he is a Christian and in atliliatun 
I have the same disposition towards 
him. U ha thinka dUtarantly from us. 
concerning tha Dalty, he hnita hlmaelf , 
being deceived, but It is not fit. there- 
fore, that his friends should look upon 



mlu, haa always the effect of win- buralnga at tha ataka. and eooaa-lhave exalted Oonatantlna to a divln- 
nlng sympathy, and fixing those opln- quently we should see no mote in th«> ' ity, and have succeeded In blinding 

ions deeper, and rendering them more | p^gj^,) ^.j.^. religious antipathy the fy< s of the world to the monstrous 

important. ' thi.' early Cliristiuns, It was .-iin ii:i M''i"ii ';hristlanity into U. 

Whether the d(« trinc b. true or J ply a roliu-ious clas s affair, and not ap H ' a- inilcr the rolgu ot ConsUn 



false. It is always the same. It Is not 
a matter of reason or thought or truth 
orllML Tha faction persecuted grows 
ttioagh sympathy. If the Romans had 



proved by the Pagan law or Pagan re lim il.aT Christianity became tne es- There are several accounts of the 
llgion. which ever gloried In their tol lablishi d religion of Rome, and but conversion of Constantlne, a subject 
erailon. for wlioiii, as far as human probahll- which will lie of interest to the reader. 

But persecution bad the effect of ities can be calculated. It ne.er would To be perfectly fair, I will give both 
oansing Christianity to thrive; and, have come down to us. It is well that the ChrisUan and Pagan nanaUvea of 



Motlva of 

by Zoalmus, a Contsmporary Pag- 

I an Historian. 

I'onstantine, having acquired pow- 
jealous and suspicious of all per- 
; sons, even those of his own family, 
who might seek to dapoaa him, pro- 
ceeded to banish all suoh. or put them 
to death. 

His fatlier-in-law, .Ma.\iaiiun, he im 
licll. d to hang hiiii.-i if .A. D. :;iii. Uas- 
sianus, the liusliaiid of liis sister Anas- 
tasias ,he ordered lo be strangled A. 
D. 814. He had n nephew, Llcinlan- 
us, whoaa throat he ordered to be cut 
A. O. 819. F'ausU, hU wife, be order- 
ed to be suffocated In a boiling bath A. 
i). :;jO. Sopater, tlio I'agan philoso 
pill r, and hi- foi iin r friend, be put to 
death A. 1>. l.ieiuius, his sister 
Conslantla s liuM.and strangb d A. D. 
325. Crispus, his .Mi ,t s.,n, h- order 
ed to be beheadi d A. IJ. lil'O. 

When he had made a clear house for 
himself, by the putting to death of his 
family and many othara. his mind took 
a serious turn, and he suffered re- 
morse. .Naturally lie turned lo the faith 
in whicli hi WHS i.iui.l, lor comfort, 
bul there was nothing iu lb, I'agun re- 
ligion to give solace to his conscience, 
aa Paganiam made no propRlatton for 
the cutting ot taraata^ land for wife 
and child killing. 



waa t 

who had now grown to youn^; manhood 
and was beloved, and around whom he 
thought some faction might gather 
with the object of deposing him. Think 
if this "Founder of Christianity," or- 
dering this noble son beheaded, la tha 
same year in which ha called tha 
Council of Nice, and over which he 
presided, and in the synodlcal epistle 
of which, he is called, "The most vir- 
tuous Empsror, the most Godly Emper- 
or Constantlne." Not a wife's an- 



1 .(■ lieart ot this evanglical cut-throat. 

We must forget that Constantlne 
was uot only a Christian disciple, but 
ilso that he was a Christian preacher, 

.(i:ii wrote arfeumenta, upon the 
.-.ti I n.i.'ih of which, he not only became 
s ( luisiiaii, uut which he held Sttfll- 
. . . i-. I lie reason and com- 
mand Ihv fai h ol all persons. But 
whether conviue, d oi not. there was 
uot other choice hut believe or die. 
Council of Nice 
The obJecU of the Council of Nice, 
was nut only tor the purpose ot glvlug 
oiilcial recognition to the CkJlstian 
faith, bul to formulate a code of belief 



.liat ( 



the s 



■ed 



the 



evidences (,l Chrisliuuiiy were authea- 
tie and inspired. Coubtantiuo call.;d 
;his council iu tha year 325, and learii- 

(I II en, from all parts of the empire 
Oil 11,1, wiih such documents as they 
possessed. There were over three hun- 
dred In this council, all of whim were 
said to be wise and learned men, but 
the names of only four or flve are 
handed down to posterity. 

M this Council, the New Tesia- 
uiciit uas compiled from a bewllderiu.; 
number of uianuscripts all claimed 
to be genuine inspirations. Very atX- 
urally there was much falling out ovar 
religion, and disputes rising high, two 
of the holy fathers, engaged In a fight, 
and pummelled caeli otiu r with tho'ir 
stools. Since no aLri.nieiit could ba 
roaehed, it was lin;illy d.'clded that 

the hisplrution of each manuscript 
sliould be tested by placing it under 
a table; and such manuscripts as were 
able uf themselves, and unassisted to 
rise to the top of the Ubie ware de- 
clared to be the inspired word of OoA, 
and such as could not, wore rejected. 



: this day a 



of II 
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Being particularly sorry 
(lealli of his son, Crispus, he applied \ 
lo Sopater, the I'agan i)hlio:io|ihi-r for assi-,lants in the loft or r. lliir. but 
comfort; but was told "There are no I that was the day of "miracles," and by 



thig simple and euy trick, the Inaplnu 
tion of the books of the New TMttr 
meut WM decided. We all know t» 
day none of tii* books of the Nnr 
TMUmwit wwa vMMM lr tk* dto- 
dplMi tiist Mm* «M Mt wftttm un- 
til two hundred and forty years after 
the deatli of Christ, an.l by whom, the 



previous to the ad-' It will malce ou 

', it was a thousand ail the writing I hara down In the 

humane, moral and pro- Blade for five years. Now cannot you 

gresaive then, than after. Headlong all see how vory Importont the Liber- 

the world plunced Into that abyss al runeral may be? I per notin 

{tf time, known M the Dark Ages, king why did the Commercial Tribune [ short, 

and priest still held their sway for a print it, and give it such a generous Second, 

(hoiisaud years, rcuirdlug tlie worlds iniio.i Motion? fk-ll Idea 



First, It is about the rl 
rather It is the limit for newspaper I A. ORKBNHILL. 

acceptance. ' 



The death of but few U. 

■t a lougt 
iddresso! 



hll 
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fill 



Chriat, \\li> n all I'-o (iiticipios wore 
dead. Also we naturally reason, that 
the Creator, who was so precise in 
the construction x>C the universe, and 
in establishing laws for its govern- 



maa, would not have resorted to a 

sleight of hand trick, or any method 

which .siiincUrd of deception. .More- 



ll<- 



will 



all .-ilike a sysl.ni of Boveruiiicut by He ti 
which tlioy would be inclined to live wion. 
In peace, and not for everlastingly of Us 
want to kill each other. 

The Council of Nice, bavins thus 
deoided on « Bible, and OoMtantlne 
haTlns been honored and Blorifled as 
the founder of a new and official reli- 
Klon, it now helKKjvod him to force its 



imioiaiice, crime uud persecution 

ieiitless than ever soothed the dreauis 
ui ( on.siaut.ne, when most enraptured 
with his faith. 

All this-jron may learn to be true by 
a little iBTeetlgatton. Do you bellevs 
that he would choose a religion (or 
univi i sal adopt I 111 wlilch lias ever 
piipnii ine c.-m.-ic 14' i,i:,ver.sul dispute 
) you boliovc 



'ly, 



eiuf 1 



^elty 



and the 



k a band 
hose iirst 

wn people; that put son against 
father, and father against son; which 
put whole cities to the sword for their 
unbelief In doctrines, which had never 
been explained to them? Do you be- 
lieve in the divinity of a book, the test 
of wli(,s<> inspiration depended upon 
ii'ariM« ii.aniiscrl:..s i-i'I.t a table, and 
.vhirh iiiar.iisciipls iiin.^t, rise to the 



come under the head of ' news, ' News- 
papers are out for the stolL Tbey 
want variety, and the aenaatlonal, and 

they are now far enough away from 

the crack of the clerical lash, that 
they have no fear in giving occa.sional 
recognition to the agnostic. 

Now, we are foolish If we don't take 
ailvanta^e of the situation. Our funer- 
;:ls .ire a novelty and besides news- 
fear less censure in publish- 



ilng this reli ing our funerals, than In publishing 
an out and out attack 
supertUtion. runecalc give na prlTil- 

eges that we cannot get at any other 

tim 



Ho 



ty tlio approbation oT the Divine POW- 
'1-7 Do you believe tl.at .vour God, 
who made all th.' .'ihitiliiK, wheeling 
worlds, would resort to a cheap trick 
..'the I like this, to convey his messages to 
fC'oon- mankind? Can yen longer believe in a 
tain words of Justification for every merciful God, and credit him with 
act of rruelly thai « is ever rouiiiilued foiimling such a relipion? Think over 



the great "1 am" .,f overytliing, an 
in his time, he sun ly was "IT. 

And who shall say that he was nc 
Justmed? For did not Christ say, ' 
came not to . brine peaoe^ 



Alan 



-suit ^ 



lid i: 



h;ui is. Would y- 



. I'll 



r thoa 



tian ferocity, martyrs as noble as ever have been to the humane and liberty 
went to their deaths (or a righteous inving Pagans, wlJbrere hospitable to 
cause. AU their leaders were killed every belle(— to iSople imbued with 
as fast as they app^^^ared. When their ty, benevolence md wisdom have 

ranks bocaiue deeimatod, of Us leading never been surpassed liy any race of 
.spiriis, it u:i.s . a.sy v.ork to compel the men. No wonder t'.at ■•.\ -tonish. d Pag" 
■ pale, wtirn Phe saw the 



Now lei everj one l/e alhe to the oc- 
casion. Our i.llieral papers are doing 
good, but slow work. It takes money 
to push any paper, propaganda or or- 
ganization, and our papers with their 
very limited capital cannot be expect- 
ed to reach far beyond our ranks, or 
do mure than they are doing. If we 
want them to reach more people, we 
must back them up with more money. 

As it is, our papers are holding the 
etitliiislastie few well together, keep- 
ing us in touch with each other and 
iniorming us of what is going on in 
the world of Freethought. But they 
are not reaching the unconverted, and 
we cannot make converts unless the 
^^^^^ 1 unconverted are reached. 

Now I know of no better way than 
'no'' the AgnosUc or Liberal funeral, sim- 
iflt' I the commercial press will 

e of it on account, chiefly of 
ty. Nearly ali edilord besides 
thini.i rs, and it is ofien a 



nd since even Christiana 
don't like the hell idea, and since 
priacUera tieuiselves are glttln' twe- 
uinst it, and It Is no longer a pet dog- 
ma. I gave It a few hard whacks, and 
this much the newspapers wUl toler- 



Letter of Congratulation 
1. .\. Y ,— Kdltor Blade., I wish 
10 congratulate you on your editorial, 
ked only the 'Dr. Wilson on Maxim Oorky." No 
one admires the genlaa and appre- 
ciates the literary ability o( Dr. Wil- 
son more than I do^ but bo man' 
rora ahonld be approMd or oond 
beeauao of Ua ahlninc vIIBm^. O 
BROWN. 



Using t 



i for f 



basis, othei 



must be p it 
evidently iri 
ed to accept 



How The Blade Can Help Itself. 

'ittsburg. Pa.— Enclosed find P. 
iy and made so self- (,rder for one dollar and twonty-flve 
ii the reader is fore- cents, for which send the Blade (or 
1, whether he would I on year to J. O. 

avenue. Oil Ctty, Pa., aa 
Again, Wo cannot assure the listen- that after he reads It for one year he 
' that there Is a bejewelled mansion . will be suffldenUy interested to want 

awaiting; him in the skies, and a sliver to continue reading it, for it — 

'floating by, and a Jasper gon- j read to be appreciated and I think 
Itched to its portal, and golden- the best way to help the Blade 
paved atreeU with alaba.ster sidewalks help it to help Itself, and the way 



i glittering expectancy Is a and ii 



present condili 



wonderful and soothing consolation to 

the Chrlbtian. 

How very flat and disMWolnUng 
must our addresseg seem to him, when 
in place of all this beautiful and life- 
long dreiiii, we olfer only doubt and 
posslbia --.-itinetion. 

an only re.sori to one thiug in 
tremity, and that is the plain 
truth, kindly, sincerely and beautifully 
expressed. We must picture ourselves 
as natural beings, and make life and 
nature bt?aiitlful, and still hope, al- 
though we do not know. 
This softens and soothes. Makes 
en and women feel instinctively that 
they belong to nature; then no dream 
of Heav«n is even so beaulilul to them 



1 it i; 



that anyone of ordinary Intelligence 
can read It without being oBsaded, 
and that la the proper way to have it, 

keep It flrm but genae more good can 

lie accomplished by leading than by 

driving I'lid all Freethinkers should 
l> I' ad. r.s u. ran all lead, if we lead 
><,iiie people to the .'summit of reason, 
they will soon discover th j quag- 



lire of 



have been plunged, and whirh they 
seem to enjoy, if they can only be lead 
to sro their true mental condition and 
lealise the truth td H. they wlU soon 

work out their own salvation and they 

will wonder a' themselves for having 

been so stupid, and they also will have 
l ei n helped to ueip themselves, the 



ANNUALLY MMON. 

ALLY OONDUCTID. 

NIAGARA PALLS 
DCCURSION 

Via 

CH.&D. 

In Cenneetlen With the 

P.M. WABASH R.R. 

SATURDAY, JULY 28, 1906. 

$7.00 ROUND TMP 

rROM ONCINNATI 

TICKETTS OOOD 12 

DAYS RETURNING. 
Tickets good going and returning all 
11 or at the option of passengers will 
■■ honored in eRher direction between 
■Mi.it and Uutlalo on the D. & B. 
< aiiisliip Company's boats. 
For folder containing general inlor- 
matlon regardlac tiine of tralna, nitM 
— - on aiv 0. a. * a AcMt or 



W. CALLOWAY. 



OINCINNATI, OHIO. 



NOTE REDUCTION*. 

Hampden: 18 sUe, "Special tL- 
Way," 23 Jla., 126.00: "New R.-Way," 
23 Jls., 124; Deaber Watch Co.. 21 JIa. 
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ailsfaction to them to give the 
pompous piety a punch now 



b adei s ii la . i.-y to make len-thousand , from lu r Innoc nt 1 
beliew, .Ks to make one, especially chaplets of the rhast 
when tlif.v are unaniied, and they have I t.iblo .Iiiidter r|i' 
no choice but believe or die. bloody r-^i emi.i^ 

"It was thus." aa Olbbon says, "that h n ." 

Chriatlanlty beoame the religion of the L 

state and the terrori of a military 
force silenced the faint and unsupport flF ATH Mr' 
ed murmurs of the Pagans." ' " * 

... In the form and wording of several 
istantlne's edicts, we have spec- 
( that conjunction of bollneM 



nd, the 



nd hospl- 



ELIZA 



m. 
mm 



And Nobis 
ops, Pastors 
ever," 

"We And It good, that if there he 
found any work or book compiled by 
Arlus, the same should be burned to 
ashes, so that not only his damnable 
doctrine may thereby be wholly root- 
ed out, but also that no relic thereof 
may remain unto posterity. This also 
we straighliy command and charge, 
that it any man be found to hide or "f i' f 
conceal any book made by Arlus, and 
not immediately bring forth the said a«'' 
book, and deUver It up to be burned. 1 l>y " f»^^ 
that the said offender, (or so doing, { 'obn w 
shall die the death. For as soon as he 



househoiJ of our f steemed 
co-worker, Mrs. Henry. La.st week ht'r 
only remaining uncle, ajs eminent writ, 
er and poet-laureate of Canada passed 
away, and a few days later, his sister, 
an aunt died in Newpork. Ky. Her 
mother, now aged 88, is in feeble 
health, and It wUl be but a short time 
until all the cMw members of hor 
ftimily are gone. 

Our good friend Is having her share ^: 



w iiy in Rome (See Trip to Rome), 
I the papers Just spread themaelves 
f t^fli I <*'^^'^ ^* proceedings of the Con- 
' gress. It waa the flrst time they had 

ever had a flrst clars occasion 
number one e.vcuse, for attaccklni 
\ iiii;iii, ;in,l ib. y ih^ido'ihe n.o.st of it. 
11 wa.s an 1 nteruai lonai Congre 
ihe liUe bad never been before in Old 
Home, and it was "news" and they 
look advantage of the occasion. It is 
Just the same now with an Agnostic 
funeral. It Is news, because It Is a 
new thing, and all tongues are set wag- 
ging about it, and the papers incline 
report it. Let every one prei 



, , ^ would Jntert >^ 

•o report It. Let every ono pnjfMi^m^j^jJLtm^tal 

The Funeral Address. 
There must be considerable diplo- 
macy exercised in preparing a funeral 
tddreaa. with the object at tevlnc It 
accepted by the local preaa. In the 
flrst place, It must be short, as city 
papers are generally crowded with 
news and advertisements, and country 
papers are generally small, and the 
besides. In setting up Is a big con- 



as the Aature around them, to which, '""'l'' grand, It Is new, t is 
they nemrly all their Uvea are blind. ' ' • spread it out before the 
"iteauty ^s a Joy forever, ever wreath- , pa^^ around friends, pass it ai 
flowery band to Und UO to the the remaining twenty-five 



earth." 
Burns is forgiven his 

at the ciiurch 

landed tls club with flowers, 
blows were no 
mere cohvinccing. 

He wa natural, and be torn dud the 
natural ) the human heart with the 
pathos t Dd beauty of speech. And 
so at fuAral occasions when souls arc 
crushed ihould we picture the beauty 
o( the 19 aven here in which we live, 
and It w 1 take the place In the heart, 
o( the m thlcal maneion In the crystal- 
line eta My. 



The 



send me one more memorial and a 
couple of Blades with Dr. Wilson's 
uion to Oaptain Haary. aa I have 
worn mine out, passing It around. That 
icr, but the l^he kind at readlns that awakens 
ight aaonc thoa* who have 



; the 



ind if \ 



hireing Other* to think tor them, it^ 
the read seed at thought the Und that 
^l uws, I am looUac m kMklnc with 
longing o>e8 foravBMMbo^lettt 
come as doon as ooavanleBt— OBO. B. 

UANDELOT. 

About the Birth of Christ 

Belleviow, Florida, Mr. Editor.— 

1*1. use allow me to reply to K. E. Jen^ 
iJns in his ccr.ticlsm ot K. Lewis. .Mr. 



"Verltae," U Jl*.. IM: 

Father Time." 21 Jls $22.60; "a W. 
Raymond," 19 Jls.. |20; "B. W. Ray- 

iiond." 17 JU., $18.60. 

Waltham: "Vanguard;" 23 $29; 
"Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.B0; "Ap- 
ip-to pleton, Tracey & Co.., Premier," 17 
orld Jls., $18.50; same, not "Premier," 

The above guaranteed to pass R.- 
. ' Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. 8. Bart- 
tt," or Elgin "Wheeler," 17 Jls., ad- 
Justed, nickel, $9; same, g it, $7; gams 
Hampden, nickel $X.bO; same, not ad- 
justed $7 Elgin. Wall bam or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 15 Jls., $1;, Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchahle hair spring 
7 jls., $3; Hampden 7 jls., gilt $4.60; 



Jls.. IS. 

Al the above In 2, 3 or 4-oimce all- 
verlne case, prepaid. In silver, or 
filled, screw case, accompulad hf 
maanteotnrer'a and my gnarantea te 
to yeara, $S, or In hunting caaob U 
more. In U year screw case, |S, or m 
hnuting caa* |8J0 UMiro than is alV 
verlne caaa; In mU4 ioM «m% 9U 
to $W mcrcb 

LADIir OOLD WATCHBt. 

Large (6) size Elgin. Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, lateat 
ityle, artistic hand-chased, 7 Jls., |>; 



address. 



i?ed I 



(■apt lit 
; for any 



of the 
of N, 



expect It to be considered. 

'f Capt ,„ thla instance. I learned thi 

'Ii"!? locnl editor waa a Methodiat bigot, and 

^'rt- would not give it any kind of a notice, 

I let loose on the subject. 



we can only get them to admire the 
frame, by and by they will study the 
picture. 80 an these pretty words I 
indulge in now. and then, are Justifia- 
ble, even If they don't in reality mean 
much. Besides they help to give us 

he columns of the press. 1 put 
orce Its way. Even beasts alit; 
e to liie sen.se of the beautiful. 
It seems to me, that tliis ad- 
for Instance my ad dress may be appUcd to most any 
try. It was entirely Liberal, and used on funeral occas- 
paper, and I could ions. It may be taken aa a base and 



«-ded In IVIaitthew and Luke 7 Jls.. $11.60; 16 Jla., |1(: 16 Jla, 
r. Jeana waa bjr" dafteg *• gold )»se. |10 to |M liSv 



reign of Herod, while accordlnc to with diamonds, a 
Luke he was bom during the reign of P"'<1. ^"h guarantee. 

CvrenluB I hav« no IobroIiub to refpr P""''*" Watches not list- 

cyrenius. I have no Josephus to refer j Jewelry, Rings. Sliver and Plated 
to, but I think after Herod s death, his | Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 



Beauty v 



that his head Though wealthy, .Mrs. Williamson and 

be -ii ii io ii tioii lii; shoulders, God '" r husband never sought to shine In 

l<- i- y.... in -..is tu..i..n." ^-'-ioty. They lived In an old (ash-K „,,„^^,^„ „^p,,, .vouid publi7h'air«'f 
Constantlne'. Speech in the Council, "aM*™. P"''" | it, owing to their long acquaintance 

Concerning Peace and Discord. I""l.l<- what I woold oaH MComtnon j,^ ^^^^ notoriety he 

• Having, by God s as-sisiance. ^'.'""'"L „„m' ^ ^^l^i^Jtlll '""^ achieved. But this waa a Very 

ten the victory over mine enemies, I """""" °" "• ~ " " ""° 

entreat ye therefore, beloved ministers 
of God, and servants at our Lord and 



modified In part to tnlt the particular 
Ideaa of each individual. There can 
always be found som« one who will 
read it, and so there is no excuse with 
those who read the Blade, for not pro- 
viding for a Freethought funerals. 

J. B. W. 



Mrs. Wiillamson's name was on the 
Savior,' Jesus Christ to cut off the I Eplacopal church roll. She had re 
heads of this hydra of heresy, for so|n«eated that it be stricken off. as she 



shall ye please both God and Me." 



read it. 



t>.\ceptional case. Now, with this latest 
address, I cut It down to the slse that 
I thought would maka It of pOMlble 
acceptance; but even It la a little too 

long for many small papers. 

lni;ersoll was on to this, and made 



' believed as formerly, 
lo tbi.s the members would not 11 1 
11, She .attended the funeral of Capt 
Henry, and there told me. that I had 
viiressed her iontlments exactly, and 
I hat she did not want a preacher to 
your benefit, and information, as Free- '^pcak at hor funeral, and In respt ct 
thinkers are Informed on all I say here, j for her wlA the ministers were con- 
I want you to know the origin of the spicnously absent 

Bible, and o( the Christian (kith, and Prof. John Burke, former Superin- 1 the character o( your 
how It got its start In the world, and | tondent of the Newport Schools, and | press will not accept 

by whom supported, 1 know that you one of tlic leading educators of th^ 




son reigned ten years, when he waa 
of offlce on account of Imraor. 
den Cyreniius was made Gover 
nor. if I am incorrect will some one 
reply to this? This would maka the 
two birtha about twelve yeara apart. 
Thia only goee to ahow tho careless- 
ness of the compilers of the Tceta- 
ment. There was never any Jesus 
Christ. That woman was sent to Sun- 
day School when a child, and got twist" 
ed so she can't use reason.— .MRS. C. 
KELSEY. 



CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 



Having been appointed as Instractor : 

for Montgomery County, Mt. Sterlli 



tucivy. 



the int 



of the 



I Book a 
CUntrai. Iowa.— I at 
, you a few line to explain hov 



liie editorial reckoning. So the flrst 
item of Importance is to boll down, get- 
ting as much important argument in 
aa small space aa possible. 
The next Item of consideration is 
The 
hing that 



■ead. 



Gibbon and other lii.st 
having read this, what can you think 
of Christianity and it.s founder? Do 
you think that tho Christian clergy 
are JnatUled in conceling the complex- 
ion o( th* character o( Conatantlne. 
and the (acU connected with the estab- 
raent of Christianity? Uo you not per 

.13 to b.!..i 111 111. do.iunas to which 
yon attaeb jouiiclf.' Think it over. 
Head for yourself, and you will find 
that Christianity did not insinuate It- 
self Into the human mind by the pe^ 
suasion of love, mercy, brotherly klnd- 
nesa and peace, nor by the application 
of reason and commonaenaa. Juatloe 
and truth. 

Nay! It was forced upon the worid 
l)y the Imperial sword of Conatantlne 



in relation to Wilson's Rome Book. 
And before going further to tell you 
It is a Daisy. When tho word reached 
me flrst that he would be Ukely to 
go and would write a book nptm what 
he saw, which wonid coat a dollar; 
I wrote to Morria BaCbs and sent three 
the fetdings''of Its ^^^^ copies. Later on, 

patrons, it wont do to do-mat ize or ' '''amed you wished l.'> cents a 

abuse. It is a time tor soft 'and sootli '^'"I'J" addition for postage. I sent 
lug words and all arguments that tends dollars, to pay for a fourth 

to combatlveness repels, and the good " lounh eoiiy was to be sent 

effects of your speech is lostWeeltngs " Pl"-'^^ .inines -MeXirhoii. n, w 

are shocked and no results are gained. ; •^"' "''"^ it"ad, Dundee Scotland. 
This is an occasion unlike any other! "^''"'^ ^'^^ ordered to be sent to 
known for twenty flv* years. and only the plainest self evident p""*™ O- McNlchoU Sixth atraat. 

At the grave. I delivered the ad- truths, delicately put. will leave any Clinton, Iowa. Two weeks 
printed In another part of this Impression, Even to doubt another's ° " ' 

iind ubieh u;iR print, d Hie fol oxistcuee has the efl'eet of making us ' "'"^ "^'^ 
ii.i-]i!i;i as IhTo .i;:\.ii in the be regarded with honor. .Most people ^'"i'i'' •• •"''"iii^ 

have l^ifkin^ 



ig e.sl nilnd.s, cleliv. r 
Now, dress at ibo hon 
In his belief In it 
was free of all d< 
and besides 
tribute to the 



an eloquent ad 
While positive 
ortalify, his talk 
natl-im and cant, 
a glowing personal 
oceased whom he liad 



of Humanity, he will on July 
sth, being the anniversary of the 
cliurch, open a scientiflc Sunday 
School class and invite (reethlnkers 
who can make it c<mvenl«at to attend 
tiiese feaata of thought. 

The Church of Humanity la naaor- 
thodox in its character. It la strictly 
iconoclastic in all iU tendencies. It 
is scientific In Its researches, the foe' 
of superstition. It Is the church for 
thinkers, in short It Is the church that 
saves by rational education. Come im. 
bibe freely the prodictous gifts of na- 
ture amonc th* tragraac* of flowers. | 
At my greenhoua*. Wtnehesteri 
Avenue. E^very Sunday at 10:80 A. M. ! 
- KMll. FnEOERlCH. 



1 In the Cniclble," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
l.n Craii).-,-, Cofik Co., m 



50c 




SUNDAY. 

JULY 15 



TickeU Good Leavin> 
LexinKton on Train No. • 
I Special Train at I l.tH) a 

Dancinji l'a>ilion. Ilxccllent 
Music. ninin« Hall, n " 
both a la carte ami table do I 



nd his 



: tin 



i the 



world would never have been blighted 
with its withering curse. There was 
no choloa but believe and profess 
Chrlatlanlty, or abjur* either life or 



Bad w m* Um eoadltloo at Rone 



Importance of Funeral Orations. 

This is a subject which I have fre- 
quently discussed in this paper, and 
I will continue to talk about it. as 
long as Liberals are so lax about it. 

Take this Instance and observe its 
importance. Fully 300,000 people read 
r was widely distributed in all 
parts of Ohio. Indiana and Kentucky, 
and here and there all over the conn 
try. It has excited comment and din 
pute, and so has set men to thinking. 
It has been cut c»it and pasted in 
Krap-books, or carried around In pock- 
eu, and will be shown to b* read for 



the plain truth tola them, if it In any 
way oonflieta with th«ir prejudice*. 
Thto ia all th* more manifeated at a 

time like this; so whatever truth we 
put forth, must be oxiiressed g. ntly 
and tempered to flt the uiulersianding 
of those not used to reasoning. 
Now, I desire to offer this little ad 



illiar 



of ului 



I I.il e 



It Is not perfect, and I see now, 
where it may be Improved. But it is 
th* heat I «onld do on a day'a noUce, 
with mr boalnei* to <itt*ad, and many 
ivtf-nmpHoMi 



Sixlh .street, Cliiiten. Iowa. And now 
to go a little farther, [ want one more 
copy to put in our Kree Public Library- 
I am one of the Tiusiees of that InstI 
tutlon, and I have added to Its shelves 
about 70 volumes. Mostly Freethought 
I literature. 

I Now If you do not flnd my record of 

'. moneys .sent to correspond with yours, 
j (mine is from iiienioryV Let me know, 
and I All! send vnoin^b to make it all 
riiiht for the live copies. 

Incletied flnd some clippings from 
the "People's Journal, Dundee, Soot- 
land. Glad to be able to compliment 
you on the way you conduct the Blade. 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
8CI0US LIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

Th« Church of Humanity teaches these groat di*ooveriea through It* 

organ. "The Truth About God." t"'^ " " — 

"Th* C*ntral Kaasaa I" ' 

writlw Be " 
and '^Tk* 1 

porary IntemaUonal Inabuetor ior'th* ehirch. 

The Church haa 100 LIFB MEMBERS. It wfenta 900 more to formally 
organize and incorporate. The first thousand members will be the fouadan 
and organizers of the CHURCH OP HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones yon wish rescued from the Idolatry of worship 
ing a dead man named Jesus ani* a myth named God, you should Join thia 
Church and it vlll aid you in freeing them, and In saving your pa*t«rtt7 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching thom The Truth About God. 

Writ* to W. H. KERH. saiO Broadway. Oreat Bend. Kan., for Uaak ^ 



/ 



Editorial 

(Continued from pace f 



e). 



aBSOciate with human beings: AVhat a farco, what n 
travostv on all moral iullucnoesi "Going home 
now. ' Indeed I Far better for the unfortunate vic- 
tim of his rapaeious lust had he gone "home" be- 
fore committing his awful deed. 

Porther oomment is tumeeesaary. It need only 
be added that the enlprit waa reported to have been 
a faithful Sunday school scholar. This is certainlj 
enough. 



No power in society, 
tioii ean ilepn-ss you. Ue 



coiuli 



SOCIAL INrAMY THE OPEN SESAME 

TO DEATH AND DISHONOR 
Columns have been wntten and pubiisiied an. nl 
the killing of SUuafo.-d \Vl.ite by llarry Thaw in a 
fashionable r. cort of New York. ColWBBS have yet 
to be written and published on the nme fuhject 
and the reading public is to be nauseated with the 
uuaenble. brutishnesa of sweU society. The trag- 
edy had ite <«igia in lawless lust and brutal bestial- 
ity It furnishes stronger proofs than ever that 
despite aU our safeguards of law and the restrain- 
ing influences of education, swell society is growuig 
more hopelessly corrupt amid all our advimcing 
civiliaaton. To fracture the seventh commandment 
is considered but a venial, trivial sin, provded the 
jhee be possessed of great wealth, but a sin 
I condemnation, and worse, if the perpetra- 



'i'lM wont part of this falMOU tragedy is that 
both iidea enjoy an almost unlimitea amount oi 
money and tma la being treeiy usea to suusiuue tue 
press thatpuDUC opinion ma^ Ue lormcU one wa^ or 
uta otner. Wuen Um tnai ox lUau uegms u win, 
lumoautedly oe maae a revelation to many ol tue 
aetlUU inueceuoies and gross vulgaritiea oi tue so- 
eaUfld mgner su-atum oi our .tuuencan social sys- 
tem. 11 wiU reveal aens ot social lufamj', dens ol 
orunken debauneiiery, m eouiparisoii wiih wmcii 
me naoohw orgies ot tue anwenu were pleasant 
memoriea. it wiU reveal a patoUwork ot human 
bociety woven ot passion s uilerual woof m tiie 
great loom of 1^. The tales ot the sensuous Cleo- 
patra ana ot false tieleu of iroy pule auu awmdie | tiui 
mto insiguitieauce besiae the revels of tUe social 
lepers tliai lia\ e biou-UL such infamous shame anU 
Uwgrace upon ilie American nation. This grew- 
itome tragedy and its antecedent causes constitute 
uoe of ttaa foulest blots ever Known upon the escut- 
cheon of homaaity. it emanated from thamort de- 
praved coterie ot uneclean harpies in aU the foul 
regiona of hell's heirarchy. 

The average American citizen may now learn, 
though with aoMtfemeut, that there is around them 
an ilUinitable world of life well known to the path- 
ologisU and scientists, but upon wlucli ibe unaideu 
visiMi of the mass oi the people haa never been fo- 
cuased. The phenomena is tnere, however, but tbe 
layman iguorantly passes it by Oeeaiise of his uu- 
fanuUarity with u. Such Uayedies u.s these turnish 
them with a powerful glass through the lens oi 
whiah, he oaa see a powerful Ught previously hid- 
den frm hia ken, and y«t, unable to comprehend it 
as the savanU comprehend it. Htrange an the asser- 
tion may seem, it is not the number of professional 
bawds tnat conslilule llie greatest menaee to .^uclal 
purity, but the bi ulisbness oX the rich, then sellish 
indiUereuee, the runreslrained iiceutousness and 



They sought the deim nioude. Among them they 
found boon companions ;ujil kindred spirits. The 
life of both, especially that of White, has been one 
grand liypoccnsy. 

True enough, ail this impels one to infer that 
tile re is something radically wrong with our social 
system and a decided ehange is necessary. The 
Xaull lies with our su-ealled ansloi raey mid liieir 
urulal ludiUereuee, whicli lil^e a deadly poisnu, per- 
eolates Lluough tlie uu.lril.\ mg sliaUa and threatens 
lu fiuiiinale womanly couUueUee Xromthe world, 
ihe maseuliiie kadeis oX swell society are not Jo- 
sephs and tliere is not one among them who would, 
wiih deliberation,overdo Joseph's part. On the con- 
trary they aak to be f<M:given a seore, or more, of 
mistresses, but would readily damn a woman for 
one lauit, one sin. Again, we might suggest, that it 
is noi evei,) woman who is willing tO play fauliue 
to ( laude .Niehiotte and wear upon her person a 

liic jjliM'e reauily coiueiirs Uie fact thai no man 

siderubie ussistauce, but nine times out of ten he is 
the tempter, it is a pitiftd oircumatanee, and a 
reproach upon our soeial system, that a men injures 

his character far worse by the theft of a mule than 
ne does by the deliberate theft of maidenly purity. 
Society looks upon the latter crime as a mere mat- 
ter of course, but will send hiui to the penitentiary, 
if caught, for the former, 'the male leper n\ny be 
received ni high society, ii.'riniUed to i)ay eouil to 
his neighbor s daugliLe;-, nut the horse thief i.-, alu>- 
gcther and irremediably corrupt. Man knows that 
the stain of lechery is upon him, but in the mad 
swirl he forgets his victim and strugi^ee on, con- 
scously, towards the stars. He may have a sincere 
regard for the purity of his own wife and daughter, 
but enjoys a reckless disregard for his neighbor's 
rights. To give wider license to men harmoniz-es 
neither wilh tlie canons of deecney or common 
>L'iisr. .Man must Itarn that lln-r.' is siich a thing as 
.shame and once this facL is liriiily engrafted upon 
his moral being the world will be better for it. 

The lilade did not intend to indulge in such a 
lengthy discussion of an unsavory rahject when 
this editorial comment upon the Thaw-White trag- 
edy, but once fairly launched into it, tlMTe was so 
much could be said, and still muoh nkOC* that might 
have been said, that we are bound to refrain, lest 
our re ulei's grow weary. We now close by assert- 
u cannot draw inspiration to lofty deeds 
lur, that no man or woman can coutiuufc 
to be grand after they have ceased to be good. Social 
infamy is the open sesame, then, to death and dis- 
honor. 



(From the ComnMreial T i t lwi e ) . 

MAKES BRILUAirr 
ORATHW AT CRAVE 



Dr. J. B. Wilson, Well Known 
Freethinker, Delivers Address 
at Mrs. Williamson's 
rnneraL 

NO anrovo oe nAiaa. 



loveDr. the bMs slag as gMOj, the 
wUmIs plajr as aoCtljr over the grave of 
one as over tue grave of another. 

"Ihe one who Uled by taitli liath no 
yru-eiuineuco over lUu one who died 
wilU reason tor bis guide. 

Meet Natures Indifference 

"VVltU uaiure, bol.^f is uo vinue un- 
belief no crime. U hLthui orthodox or 
heterodox, it is uU lue same, and a^ 
each and all lie dowa to that eternal 
reat. oaUed daatb, the/ nwet with 
nausht bat natiite'a 



as tlM a« 

> bnllPla 1 

wheuier ttom divar^ty 



NEW8PAPEBS ABSORBING THE 

FUNCTIONS OF JURY TRIALS. 

During 



posit 



vulgarity. 



phantasy is this that swell society in 
America is ciia«ing< Time waa when a woman 
branded as a eonuuon trumpet hid her face in act- 
ual and ponUve saame^ Hut, gtoUe reader, tiie 
tault u not innerent in tne daugnter* of Ji^ve. uuc 
of two things is oriviug legion after legion to iiie 
eohorU of sname. it is either iawisss lust or force 
of circumstances. X et in spite of these mcaruadin- 
ed warnings there are advocates of even greater li- 
cense, hunuin Ueings who would oreak the bonds oi 
lawful restraint asunder and make oi liOerly a 
synonym for license. W e have cast behind us the 
myths and mirasles of the past and proven to the 
gteat world their ridiculous abrardityi we have 
brought hundreds of the most cheriahed idols of our 
uneducated ancestors beneath the iconoclastic ham- 
mer of fiYeethought, but the illade culls a halt upon 
those who would advocate a general-social and mar- 
ital housecieitning, lest in the process we also con- 
sign social purity and virtue to the rubbish heap 
The his- 



ul jurj) trial in L. xinglou, where a 
■d (jf a capital cruiie, the learned 
counsel for the defendant took ueea,sion to remark 
to the jury that "newspaper verdicts don't go in 
ihui court. ' ' What ever might have been tlR motive 
that existed in the mind ol tfali disciple of Black- 
stone to prompt the remark there was much of 
force in the thought, for it is a matter of public 
knowledge that the newspapers have, tor the most 
part usurped the functions of the juries and pro- 
ceed to try a person accused of crime, in many in- 
stances forming a public opinion in the case, either 
of bias or prejudice. 

We are truly livng in on age of progress and no- 
where is this shown more clearly than in the evolu- 
tion of English jurisprudenee, aa it has filtered 
through the American constitution, and gradually, 
but with considerable success, relieved the petit 
juror of many of the exacting responsibilities. 
Time waa not so very long when "twelve men good 
and true," chosen from the vicinage, were supposed 
1(1 lie qiuie capabh' of ascertaining the facts from 
ihc cMdince wiiciicver ii Xellow-citizen got in bad 
with the grand juiy. That is all changed now. The 
newspapers have taken over most of the juror's du- 
ties. This is proven by the many men who confess 
to entertaining an opinion on the question of guilt 
or innocence simply from reading the newspaper 
accounts of the alleged crime. All the juror has to 
do now is to tell whether he be married or not, il 
he has uny children of the same age and sex as 
the deXciid;iiit, u h. ihcr la is prejudiced against cer- 
tain naUuiialnii .-5 ui- raec^, and if he is of legal age. 
This is all now that is required to qualify him. 

From this point the press gets in its work. First 
the defendant is photographed and his pieture is 
published. If she be a woman she is photographed 
m dillereut attitudes and is snap-shotted every time 
she crooks her elbow to see if her hat is on 
straight. .Scores of criminologists, fresh from the 
iMiL her. This one writes a char- 



und add further Xuel to lust s unholy lires. 
tory of the world hi decidedly against such a policy j ^.'^ 

fo^ along the eonuuon path there are strewn broken ^^,^,1^ uhi.-i. -urn wwi- im iiui.hc, iion An- 
altars and ruined ianesaUbUurtwi by this self-same ^Uier icii.s'how auu.-.li .h,- ua.-, at the a^. of 'four 
curse. Turn once again to the character of the ^ Another polls all the women in the neigh- 

principals in this dark tragedy and we find that ■ ^juriiood to flnd out wjiat they would want the jury 
the Taphian Venus still liaunte her scarlet Hag in |f ^jj^j^ daughter were on trial for the same 

the face of humanity. | uileuse, and so on, ad infinitum, ad ww« ^w« 

There is another reminder to be drawn from this | whether all this simplifies matters, as far as jury 
s poj-traymg the character of the w uin.-n tnuis are concerned, may be a question of eonsider- 
able doubt. Naturally, it makes the story of the 
crime more ornate and this is the main thing the 
newspapers of today desire. As a inai; ]• of fact 
the criminal code in Kentucky w as cwi .;cived on 
justice and framed on mercy. There is little chance 
of an innocent person failing to get a square deal. 
No juror, or, at least, not one in many hundreds 
really wishes to convict, and all of them practically, 
hope to be able to ac(|uil when sworn in. It is pos- 
sil>ic that there may Im- a miscarriage of justice, 
through erroi-, but in sucli an event there is a rem- 
edy for that in the higle r ti ilnujals. 

The jury system nee, is cunsiiieralil. Jinjirove- 
ment. It ia far from l.ejng perfect ai.^; affording 
that full protection for which it was established. 
It is a fact that even in our modem jurisprudence, 
justice doe* not always prevail and innocence is not 
always a perfect shield. Tbe tandaney of the mod- 
em newspaper does not improve auitters but make 



who are paid to entertain the American public on 
the stage. Eveljn Nesbit, the impure female, who 
was the indirect cause of White's tragedie death, 
was a companion and daily associate of the notor- 
ious Nan Patterson, who brought about the death 
of her paramour, which also took place in gay and 
giddy Qotham. They both belonged to and took 
part in the corrupt Florodora sexotte. The Nes- 
bit woman may have been trying to lead a more 
moral life since she beeome .Mi's. Thaw, but from 
her previous conduct the foundations for White's 
death were laid. As for the victim and his slay 
neither were worth the price of the powder to blow 
th«n to helL White was one who would turn from 
cwDsenting Venus to solicit the scornful Dian. Thaw 
was a drtmken, narcotic-eating profligate. Both 
had the misfortime to be possessed of niore noodle 
than brains. It were better for the world had none 
of the uncdean outfit ever been bora. With such 
• into popular faTor. 



Cemetery. 

Tlic funeral of Mrs. Elizabeth Wil- 
liam&uu, wile of ihe late Captain John 
\\ illiaiuson and th« aunt of Josephine 
K. Henry. tb« noted Kmitaolgr Ftm- 
thought and womaa'a rights advocate, 
look place yesterday afternoon in 
Kvergreen Cemetery. 

There was no minister present and 
the services were conducted without 
tilnging and without prayer. 

Prof. John Burke, former Superin- 
lenUent of tbe .Newpori Schools, spoke 
al the house. At lUe grave Dr. J. 11. 
Wilson, the well-known Cincinnati 
Freethinker, delivered aa oration that 
was considered so mudi of a classic 
by thoae wlio heard it that It is here- 
with printed la fulL Dr. WUsoa said: 

Ne. IIAIng In Humanity's Wave. 

"When we look abroad ia the world 
there seems to be no ebbing In the 
great waves of humanity. 

"Uirtli, life and death are In perpet 
ual llux. internal change is everywhere 
Almost as fast as human beings are 
ushered into OTistsnoe thejr pass eat of 
it. 

"I 

tbe aged. 

"Grandly, gloriously, nature builds 
up, and as meroileMly she tear* domi. 

Fortunate are many who live but i 

few brief days or years, and fortunatt 

are ihe many who live not to be too 
old. 

"But few of us can look upon death 
phlloaophloally, because our aftectlona 
swayi our aatores, sad it is mU that it 
is so. 

Cling to Thoae Oesr to Us. 

"No matter how young, and no mat- 
ter how old, still we oling to thoee 
near and dear to us, and it is well that 

il is so. It is well that love lasts long- 

"Careleissly, joyously, we sit around 
our areeides until the specter dreaded 
by us ali cornea in, sod oae is' taken 
trom our midst— bands that have osp 
resaed us, eras that have beamed love 
irtileli have 
^ Upe whoee 
Usees iMTe drls4 oar tears apd eased 
our heart painsv loelu tliat liave fallen 
over us like a bath of beauty — are hid- 
den at last beneath tbe shroud-folds. 

"We come and stand, around the 
steep edges of the grave, aa we lower 
the loved fomv hear the iMarr rumble 
of the clods, and swift memorlaa ot all 
the loved one was to ns sorce tlilok 
in our bralnsv and tat 
sionate grief it seons 
never agahi can still the err flC oar 
aching hearts. 

Shadows Finally Drift 

"Bui iht.: days rise and set dimly at 

first— and seasons come and go, and 
by UtUe and little tba weigibt rises 
from the heart aad the shadows drift 
from bsioce the eyes, till we feel again 
the spirit of gladness and see sgaln 
ibe old beauty of the world. 

"Again the morning lifts her eyes 
smilingly upon us, as she comes 
ihrough her bright gates, trailing her 
crimson robes through the dew. 

Again the rose bowsts of ■™— 
iiuve their wealth oC 
varied 
•Agi 

bright with bkMMoai sad vocal with 

melody. 

Sun Again Sclntlllant. 

"Again ihu sun is scinlillant in his 
azure shield, and again Ihu moon 
glows eachantingly, whether she have 
all her golden lllliDg or liangs lll<.e a 
silver ring in the blue arching of the 
sicy. 

"It Is thu^ we come Into this great 
mysteqr we call llfS^ sad thus we go 

out 

"It ia thus our heartstrings are torn 

and thus they are mended. It is thus 
joy displaees sorrow, and it is thus na' 
ture has provided a smile to take the 
place of every frown. 

"As others hare had to pass out of 
Ufe to mslte raoak Air as, so w% ia 
turn, pais out of Ufa to mm fat 
the 

"It U 



"Our good Christian friends tell ua 
tiiat tbe luture consists of a heaven ol 
(.'lernat happiness and a hell ol cl. rnal 
mlsei.., and ttial only the few who en- 
tertain their belief will be rewarded 
with lUrnal bli.ss, and all tboso who 
are indiiit-'rtni to, or who oppose Ibuii 
beliuf will suffer eternal punishment 
in mat other unspeakable place. 

"This la the most cruel Judgment the 



Illusion of the human mind. 

"People believe as they must — as 
iheir brains are shaped — as to niec, 
climate and environment. 

Not Formed to Believe Alike. 

'.\auire has not fornn d men to be 
lievc alil<e; therefore, piinishnieut tor 
a difference ol belief is unnatural— a 
tyranny that contains not even a siiad 
ow of the substsaoe of Justice. 

"There is no cruelty ooneoivable 
equal to that ot a Ood creattaig man- 
kind Imperfect, and to believe diiter- 
ently, and then to, torture them for- 
ever and ever for their imperfections 
and differences of belief. 

"This g<x>d woman whom we are 
laying away to her eitrnal nst livud 
to outgrow and repudiate the many 
myths of theology, and especially that 
monstrous dogma at damnation which 



th« happmeaa and hindered the pro- 
rresa of mankind. 

"in its sympathies and compassions 
humanity In general is fast rejecting 
this horrible belief, which makes a ver- 
itable monster of the Aliiiigliiy. 

How much longer will nun con- 
tiinie to imprint this vicious iiit;htmare 
uf a savage theology upon the plastic 
brain ot trustful chUdhood? 

Know Nothing sf Future. 

"Of the future we ah know that none 
of us know anything. We can only 
hope and dream and wail. We feel that 
somewhere, there is a celestial key, 
that makee of the puzzle of life a king- 
dom wh,To all is liarniony and justice 

"But no religion or crued of all the 
many in the world, holds a ilrst mort- 
gage on the future existence, or con- 
trols its goremment AU sooh olalms 
are but childish pretense or bigoted ss- 



uere vamslied lorever in this sUeat 
cuy. tnis democracy of tue dead. 

' \\u now consign the body oX this 
.uucii ioved wilo, mother, uelgUibor and 
ineno lo lae peaeeiiii ^rave, believing 
,hat ouo cumujou uosuuy awaits ail 
,..<ui.viuu, wheihCr tiiat end be life 
everlasung or an eternal ilsep. 
AU Fear is Absent 
"And Willie we lay her away with 
reverence and respeci, with sorrow and 
ie,;ri(, all fear is absent, for nowhere 
uas nature inspired any loar. If there 
ue uuotuer iite, lor which we all hope. 
It will be well wiih her. If not, it wm 
.- uii be well lur it wiU be ss lature 
nded, and from her dedaloas there 
s uo lecourse. 

"To nature tn«i, our unlTersal 
UiOther, we now give back her own. 

' w iih all her sweet Inlliinnoss. net 
.her, uear mend, under the blue OMk 
•in ui uic .s,>y, lu wuose asuro flelds 
.IK/ iMii„uiiig Clouds mass and seatter 



. the limpid, lambent 



Kisses of the midday sun; and when 
stUl evening pins back ths ourtaine ot 
Uie night and reveala the ever aanr- 

oom wonders of the startide. 
Life's Trials Over. 

"Forever past the trials uf life, and 
tree from ail its sorrows and pains, 
sleep on. Sleep on while the eternal 
seasons uuceasiUKly roll — through the 
,nu;diii>; springtiMRs wh^u the apple 
uou^lis iauyh into blossom and the 
pr.iiiioses play with the sunshine; 
uirouah the eitulgent sumnlen, lobed 
in flowered green and thriUed wtth agrf 
ran song; through the russet autumns 
when the draped trees are dipped in 
blood, or itand in rival rows of gold; 
through the wan, weird winters, which 
shrcud the graves of the dear loved 
kad wllh their lle,cy robes of un- 



vili b 



will b 



"Nature lias not Obligated you or 
me, or any one, to give our Intellectual 
sanction or attach ourselves to the 
Uuristlan or to any other superstition. 

"We can all btlieve in Providence, 
in a Supreme Power of somy kind, 
and in a future life, and hope to meet 
again, without prostituting our mteUi- 
genoe to a beliat in the 
ades, glUMtly 
myths, savage Judfments aad oruei 
hells wtitt theology hss transmitted 
to mankind out ot the wonder, ignor- 
ance and fear wtiich clouded the 
brains of men through the dark night 
of the past 

Possibility of Qoodnesa. 

"We may reject any and all creeds, 
and still be good, honest upright pro- 
grsesive. meroitnl aad loving. 

"Nature intended that the braU of 
man should be free to think and to 
doubt, and not that it should bo clamp 
ed to a creed or lettered to a fear. 

"Just as the human nUnd has been 
Uberated trom the prison of the past 
Just so has humanity progr e s s ed; Just 



it 18 well that it is not given for us 
to know. ^ J 

"Thou art gone^ as we all muet fo^ 
to sweet etenuu rest forever to min- 
gle with nature's mysterious Boooda, 
like the morning star melts into the 
glorious effulgence ot the perfect day? 



To do Good Our Religion. 

Puntagorda, Fla, Editor Biade— 
They can organize to stay. If they do 
not tie millstones around their necks 
m the way of long piatfmae aad be- 
Ueb. Let theh- platform be "The 
World is our Home^ aad to do Oood 
is our ReUgion." the BINeHmwttl 
al religious miracles are a lot ot 8 
ta Claus stories msde by the clergy to 
feather their own uests. 

The foregoing la enough platorm or 
conatliution with which to win the 
world, for every Freethinker can stand 
on it and think es he pleases. Let 
them oreaalse wirarerer two or three 
can come together In. a aeighborimod ' 
and cn Sunday let them meet end dts- 
euDS astronomy, Geogr^liy, neotrlr 
eily or some subject that WlU iaproV* 

iii.> world and better the oondltioas of 
the human race. 

By all means they should have Sun- 
day Schools to drill the children In 
Kood manners, politeness end to sing 
patriotic songs. PrcethlnJters this or- 
gsnisatkm will atsy and coon route 
sttporstltioa aad witchoiiniers.— 
ISAAC h. TRABUE. 

Thr Hia.l • is n.-r,ls „..\v siib- 
■•■•■il..Ts. We iiiii.sl duiil.le oiircir- 
inhitioii to iiiMke it pay. Send us 
a few new .subscribers. 



"Just sa we have asoa«ed from fear 
ot the AUalghty, and of aa eternal bell, 
mors and more have we come to look 
upon life philosopbicaUy aad put a 
nigber value on it; aad less and less 
has grown the fear ot the grave. 

Why should the grave be terrible? 
sVhy should it be a word of fear. 



rriug t 



the 1 



urUi t 



oblivion is the fate o 
we go to mingle with 
become a part of the Stem- dod. Which 
the rude swain turns with his riiare 
and treads uiion. 

"And this is all of existence that we 
know anything about. 

Nature Receives All. 

"In silence to her bosom, nature re- 
ceives botb the good aad the bad. She 
giveth aU. she tafceth eU back to her 
self; the Jew, the Catholic, the Protes- 
tant, the Agnostic, tbe Pagan, tbe Sav' 
age, each as swwtly sleeps on her lov- 
ing breast. 
. "The sun shines aa brightly, the rain 



repose and silence dwell; 
i'he living hear ths tnaeral knell. 
But the dead no fnaeral knell can 

Dues tbe gay (lower SBOfB the grave? 

The dew (orgel to kisg tts tnrtt 

The stream refuse to bathe tt, O^ the 

beam 

Of moonlight shun the narrow bedT 
There the tired pilgrim resU hU head; 
No, the moon is the.-s and shining too. 
And the sweetest song ot the morning 
bird 

la oft In that ancient yew tree heard; 
And there you may see the hare bell 
blue. 

Bending nis liyhi lurm Ki'ntly, proudlj , 
And listen to I 111' fresh winds loudly 
Playing around your sod as gay | 
As U it were a holiday, 
And childraa treed trom dnnnoe 
they." 

Life's Pride Stops. 

"Here the pomp and pride of life 
come to a stop, iieie rank and station 
Qnd the end. 

"Social dlBlinctlons no further go. 
The worm awaits the millionaire as 
well as ths pauper— the Archbishop as 



4 Oood Route 
to Try 



it traverses a territory rich in 

undeveloped resources; a territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, hort'culture, stock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last but not least ii Is 



The Frisco Sjrsiea Bov «een*e 
trsveiing publie enielleat senrieo aa4 

fast time^ 

Between St Lools sad Ksaess 
City and points In Missouri, Ksasss, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Tarrl> 

tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas Citv and points 
111 ItAnt u.c j, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, liorida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham snd Mem- 
phis snd points in Kansas, Aifeanaaa, 
CNdahoma, Ia«hM TsnMsfr. Tease 
snd die West sad Seuihwesl.. 

Full inrormatlon is to route and 
rates cheerfullyrfurnisbed upon appli- 
cation to any representative of the 
Company, or to 



